
CIHS Sponsors the Hosta Garden at Illinois Central College

CIHS is sponsoring a project by two of its members, who are Woodford County U of I 
Extension Master Gardeners.  Barry Ankney and Penelope Bocelli have taken on, as their Master 
Gardener project, the rehabilitation of the American Hosta Society National Display Garden at ICC.  
The garden was recognized by AHS as a National Garden in 2005.

Unfortunately, the garden has suffered from benign neglect over the past five or more years.  
The gardens, which were once beautiful, now need major renovation and rehabilitation.  ICC is co-
sponsoring the effort, along with Woodford, Peoria, and Tazewell Master Gardener volunteers.  
Woodford County has committed to help fund some of the educational brochures.  ICC has also 
assumed responsibility for producing educational brochures.  Additionally, several of our CIHS 
members have become actively involved in the volunteer labor needed for this project.  Regular work 
days are Wednesdays from 8 to 4, and Saturdays from 9 to noon through October 18th (exception is no 
Saturday hours on Oct. 4th ).  If you are able to contribute a few hours to the effort, just show up on 
those work days, weather permitting, or call us (369-2065 or 678-4119).

Many of our CIHS members have contributed divisions of mature plants that have succumbed, 
reverted, or sported.  By placing mature specimens back into the gardens, the gardens will look better 
much more quickly than if we were replacing with one to two year old plants.  Many thanks for the 
generosity of our members for their donations.  Penny and I have visited many contributors gardens to 
divide and pot donations.  We always fill the hole left behind with good amended compost and sand 
mixture, the same mix we use in our nursery.  We still have a list of needed plant donations that is 
updated weekly on the CIHS Website.  Just click on the link on the home page for the latest list.

So far we have updated the brochure for the Classic Hosta Collection, which was sponsored by 
CIHS in 2000.  ICC has generously reproduced those brochures, which can be seen in the display case 
next to the Classic Hosta Collection sign on the north side of the Horticulture Building at ICC.  We 
have removed unwanted seedlings, weeds, and dead branches, and replaced most of the missing hostas 
and edged and mulched those beds.  We are currently working on the Hosta of the Year Collection, also
on the north side of the building, by the putting green.  We have moved some hostas to make room for 
the newer Hosta of the Year varieties that were not currently included.  We have added about one half 
of the needed plants to catch up to the current year.  We also produced an informational brochure to 
accompany the Hosta of the Year Collection.  Woodford County Master Gardeners are paying for the 
printing of 50 copies of this brochure.

Our other current project is weeding, removal of dead branches and unwanted saplings in the 
east beds, starting with the bed closest to the exit road to the east side of the Arboretum.  We hope to 
complete most of the cleanup in all of the east beds by mid-October.

Over the winter we will be producing new signs for all of the hostas in the garden.  ICC is 
providing the equipment and materials to produced etched signage that will include the Hosta name, 
year of registration, originator, and the name of the person who donated the plant to the garden.  All 
signs will be replaced to have uniform signage throughout the garden.

Because of the concern about Hosta Virus X, the CIHS Board has committed to providing 
funding for the HVX testing.  Each test strip costs $5, so this is a considerable expense.  The Board has 
also committed to some funding of Hostas that are needed to be replaced, if they are not donated by our



membership as mature divisions.  Our sincere thanks for the support of the CIHS Board and 
Membership.

Next spring we will continue the rehabilitation of the East beds, and will also install a Miniature
Garden.  The Mini garden will be in two parts; one being the most popular mini hostas, and the other 
being a MOUSE MANIA! Collection.  In each of these, we will plant one of each variety in the ground,
and one of each variety in containers.  The containers will be taken in to a protected, unheated area for 
the winter, while the ones in the ground will be mulched over the winter for protection.  At the end of 
two and three years, we will assess which method is best for growing mini hostas.

We have lots of other ideas for the future of the AHS Garden.  Feel free to join us in our effort 
to return this National Display Garden to its former glory.


